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Yazaman al-Khadem (d. 278 AH/891 AD) and his jihadist role in
protecting the Levantine borders..

Halwatahom Jamal Juma'a Flayfil
Department of Islamic History, Faculty of Humanities, Tafahna al-
Ashraf, Al-Azhar University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: apdilagomaa470@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:
The Levantine border region, especially the Tarsus border, played an
important and influential role in the struggle against the Romans (the
Byzantine Empire). The Levantine land border regions in particular
were of great importance as they constituted the first line of defense for
the Levant, and also the starting point for the seasonal offensive
operations that the Muslims launched almost annually against the lands
of the Romans within the system of summer and winter campaigns.
Therefore, those who wanted to wage jihad flocked to them ,For the
vital role that this border region played in confronting Byzantium
during the Abbasid era, the Abbasid caliphs took great care of it, so
they worked to fortify it and supply it with men and equipment. A
number of unique Muslim leaders emerged in it who led the jihad
movement in the Levantine borders, and among these leaders was
Yazman al-Khadim, the client of al-Fath bin Khagan, whose loyalty
swung between the Tulunids and the Abbasid Caliphate in Baghdad.
Therefore, this research deals with a study of the biography of “Yazman
al-Khadim,” his governorship of the Tarsus border, and his jihad against
the Romans. He is one of the prominent figures in the history of the
Tulunid state founded by Ahmad ibn Tulun in Egypt, especially in his
jihadist role in the Tarsus region. Tarsus was one of the important
Levantine borders located on the borders between the Islamic lands and
the Byzantine Empire. The vital role of "Ya Zaman" in this border was
represented in protecting the Islamic region from repeated Byzantine
attacks, and leading land and sea military campaigns. The life of Ya
Zaman al-Khadem is worthy of being studied in detail to get to know
one of the most important influential figures in the events of the
Abbasid era on the one hand and the independent Tulunid state in Egypt
and the Levant on the other hand, and this is what prompted me to write
on this subject.
Keywords: Ya Zaman Al-Khadem, Ahmad Ibn Tulun, The Levantine

Borders, Tarsus, The Freedmen.
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