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Force- feeding in Pharaonic Egypt through the tomb scenes
Old Kingdom

Waleed Abdelaal Ahmed Hamdan
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Assiut University, Al-Azhar University, Egypt
Email: waleedhamdan.47@azhar.edu.eq
Hamada Hefzy Mohamed Abdel-Rahman
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Assiut University, Al-Azhar University, Egypt
Email: hamadaabdelrahaman.47@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
Egyptian tomb inscriptions from the Pharaonic era are replete with
diverse scenes depicting livestock, their breeding, bird hunting,
and related sports, all of which clearly indicate the Egyptians'
concern for animals and birds during that period, Ancient
Egyptian landscapes provide us with a lot of information that
proves the ancient Egyptians' knowledge of forcibly feeding their
animals and birds, by forcing the animal or bird to eat food by
force, to become fatter. This matter is different from grazing
animals in pastures, forests and swamps, and making them eat of
their own choice, or scattering grains for birds in pens. Egyptians
in modern times still use this method, and thus the present is
connected to the past in various traditions and Customs, What is
surprising and impressive is the continuity of the ancient Egyptian
identity, which has been passed down from generation to
generation, The research methodology followed the cases in
which forced feeding appeared and highlighted its scenes and
most important features. It also relied on the descriptive approach
and the analytical inductive method from the folds of the
archaeological remains represented in the scenes of the tombs of
the Old Kingdom. The study was divided as follows: First:
Nutrition and fattening in the ancient Egyptian language. Second:
The materials used in nutrition and fattening and the method of
their manufacture and formation. Third: Scenes of forced feeding
in the scenes of the tombs of the Old Kingdom and their
connotations.
Keywords: Force feeding, Fattening, Views, Tombs, inoculation.
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(1) Houlihan, P.F., The Animal World of the Pharaohs. London, 1996,
p.13; Evans, L., Animal Behavior in Egyptian Art, Oxford, 2010,
p.57.
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Brier, B., & Hobbs, H., Daily life of The Ancient Egyptians, London ,
2008, p.97.
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Duel, The Mastaba of Mereruka, vol. 11, pl.153.
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PM 1ll, pp. 468-478; Houlihan, P.F., "A Guide to the Wildlife
Represented in the Great Swampland Scene in the Offering-chapel
of Ti (no. 60) at Saqgara”, GM 155 (1996), p.19;
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Bailleul-lesuer, The Exploitation of Live Avian, fig.60.
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(2) Duel, P., The Mastaba of Mereruka, Chicago, vol. I, 1938, pl.52;
Bailleul-lesuer, F.R., The Exploitation of Live Avian Resources in
Pharaonic Egypt: A socio-Economic Study, Ph.D, Chicago, 2016,
fig.60.

(3) Duel, The Mastaba of Mereruka, vol. I, pl.52; Evans, Animal
Behavior, p.79, fig. 6-25.
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(1) Harpur, Y., and Scremin, P., The Chapel of Kagemni: Scene Details
Reading, Oxford, 2006,fig.13.
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Not So Difficult, 1986, pp. 8- 10; Brown, C.J., Animal Husbandry,
vol. 2, England, 1987, p. 23. ‘
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Strandberg, A., The Gazelle in Ancient Egyptian Art Image and

Meaning, Uppsala 2009, pp.7-32.
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Houlihan, P.F., The Birds of Ancient Egypt, Warminster, 1986,p. 83.
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Bailleul-lesuer, The Exploitation of Live, fig.60. (V)

(Y) Montet, P., Les Scenes de la vie privee les Tombeaux égyptiens de
L'ancien empir, Publications de la Faculté Lettres de I'Université de
Strasbourg, 1925, pl. XI.
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Kingdom Egypt, Oxford, (2012), p. 35, fig. 2.
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(1) Keimer, L. "Notes De Lecture", BIFAO 55(1955), p.15 f.
(2) Bailleul-lesuer, The Exploitation of Live, fig.61.
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(2) Bailleul-lesuer, The Exploitation of Live, fig.61; Harpur, Y., and

Scremin, P., The Chapel of Kagemni: Scene Details Reading,
Oxford, 2006,fig.13.
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(1) Kanawati, N., & Woods, A., & Alexakis, E., Mereruka and his
Family, Part Ill:Il, The Tomb Mereruka, Oxford, 2011, pl.74;
Marchall, N., "The Desert and the Hunt", Behind the Scenes Daily
Life Old Kingdom Egypt, Oxford, (2012), p.143, fig.16.
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(1) Swinton, J., "Foot and Drink", Behind the Scenes Daily Life Old
Kingdom Egypt, Oxford, (2012), p. 50, fig. 15.
(2) Duel, The Mastaba of Mereruka, vol. I, pl.52.
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(1) PM, 111, p. 536.
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Keel, O., "Das Bocklein in der Milch seiner Mutter und Verwandtes: Im
Lichte eines altorientalischen Bildmotivs", OBO 33 (1980), p.60;
Kanawati, N., & Hassan, A., The Teti Cemetery at Saqqara, vol. Il,
The Tomb of Ankhmahor, London, 1997,pl.37a; Brier, B., & Hobbs,
H., Daily life of The Ancient Egyptians, London 2008, p.98;, Jone,
P., "Animal Husbandry”, Behind the Scenes Daily Life Old
Kingdom Egypt, Oxford, (2012), pl. 66.

(2) Evans, , Animal Behavior, p.87f, fig. 7-7.

(3) Evans, Animal, p.87, fig. 7-6.
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BACE: Bulletin of the Australian Centre for Egyptology.
Macquarie Univ.

BIFAO: Bulletin de L'Institut Francais d'archéologie
Orientale
(Le Caire).

JEA: Journal of Egyptian Archaeology.

LA: Lexikon der Aegyptologie (Wiesbaden).

MDAIK: Mitteilungen des deutschen archdologischen
Instiuts, Abt.
Kairo (Wiesbaden).

OBO : Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis.

PM: Porter &, Moss (R. L. B.), Topographical Bibliography
of Ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphic Texts, Reliefs and
Paintings, 8 Vols. (Oxford).

Whb: Erman, A., Grapow H., Waérterbuch der Agyptischen.
Sprache, Leipzig, Berlin
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