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The Social System in Youssef El Sebaei's Novel ""The Water
Carrier Died".

WANGXIAOTUN Ali
PhD, Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University, Egypt
Email: wxt1995918wxt@gmail.com
Abstract:
This research falls within efforts to approach literature from a
sociological perspective, focusing on the social system as a set of
relationships, roles, and values that organize the lives of
individuals and groups within society and influence their behavior
and perceptions of self and others. This study aims to uncover the
features of the social system in the novel, and analyze its
representations through characters, institutions, family and class
relationships, daily rituals, and the associated values of work,
death, childhood, masculinity, and popular religiosity. The
uniqueness of the novel "The Water Carrier Is Dead" is evident in
that it does not merely present an external image of society, but
rather delves into the depths of the psychological and cultural
structure of its characters, to show how social systems intertwine
with human existence in its philosophical and metaphysical
dimensions, where death is present as a central theme that
intersects with the meanings of life, struggle, and survival. The
novel also reveals the dynamics of the relationship between the
individual and society, and demonstrates the impact of the social
system in shaping collective behavior within a popular space
pulsating with life and contradictions. Accordingly, this research
seeks to answer the following questions: What are the features of
the social system in the novel "The Water Carrier Is Dead"? How
did Youssef El Sebaei express social, class, and religious relations
through characters and situations? And what is the significance of
the presence of death as a structural element within this system?
The research will address these themes through an analysis of the
novel's structure and characters, observing social interactions and
their connotations, in light of the sociological approach, while
drawing on some anthropological concepts that help clarify the
symbolic structure of the social system as it appears in this
distinctive literary work.
Keywords: System, Social, Novel, Al-Sakka, Youssef El-Sebaei.
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