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The Contemplative Tendency in the Poetry of Abu Firas al-
Hamdani
Shaimaa Ismail Muhammad Mursi
Department of Literary Studies, Faculty of Dar al-Ulum,
Cairo University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: shaimaaismaeel@yahoo.com
Abstract:
This research aims to read the structure of the contemplative
poetic discourse of Abu Firas Al-Hamdani, and to reveal the
sources of his poetry. The study relied on the artistic approach in
tracing the elements and verses of artistic beauty in the poetic
experience, considering that this approach is the most successful
in introspecting the pearls and jewels of the text. The research
reached several results, including: that Abu Firas' contemplation
has a unique character in the contents and structure of poetic
performance; His poetic experiences of a contemplative nature
were dominated by specific contents and ideas whose echoes
reverberated in the spaces of his texts and experiences. The poetic
self was attracted to harmony with the journey of deep inner
contemplation, and the authority of thought rose over emotion.
The suffering of the self and its conflicts between the attractive
forces appeared: annihilation and survival, patience and despair,
hope and pain. Abu Firas established the features of that poetry, so
he set out from a strong psychological structure adorned with
steadfastness, pride and patience in creative experiences in which
the voice of the ego roseHis contemplations varied between the
soul, the universe, and life. His gaze was eternal, elevating values,
instilling thought, and transcending the phenomena of things to
their depths. The gaze of sadness and brokenness that dominated
the poet's conscience was one of the tributaries of his tendency
toward contemplation. The feelings of loneliness and alienation
that tainted his soul also caused that tendency toward deep
philosophical contemplation, reshaping the poet's vision with pure
awareness and understanding of the nature of beings and the laws
of life.
Keywords: Tendency, Meditation, Abu Firas Al-Hamdani,
Structure of poetic discourse, Voice of the ego.
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