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The Rhetorical Approach to Sermon Construction:
Between Persuasion and Entertaining in (The Debate
Between the Heart and the Eye) by Ibn Qayyim al-
Jawziyya (d. 751 AH)

Ghadah Mohammad Abd al-Mohaymen

Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic
and Arabic Studies for Girls, Al-Azhar University, Cairo,
Egypt

Email: Ghadah.Abdelmohaymen@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:

In his book (Rawdat al-Muhibbin wa Nuzhat al-Mushtagin),
Imam Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya discusses issues of love and
the conditions of lovers, offering advice and preaching from
the perspective of a tolerant Islamic perspective that takes
into account human nature and its needs, while
simultaneously taking into account the well-being of the
individual and the interests of society. Chapter Seven of this
book is devoted to an imaginary debate between the heart and
the eye, In that, he followed an eloguent and refined
approach, combining in the construction of his sermon
between persuasion and enjoyment; he stirred thoughts;
touched the soul and conscience; and knocked on the doors of
minds and hearts. In that, he used evidence from the Holy
Qur’an and the Noble Hadith; and cited the words of the
wise, the poetry of the Arabs and their proverbs. He
invalidated the argument of those who made excuses or found
it difficult, and he explained and interpreted, and gave
examples, and cited witty and funny things, and he
formulated all of that in a coherent structure with a sequence
of ideas and meanings. | found in this a unique example that
could be emulated in general advice, guidance, and
education, which serves society and humanity in various
aspects. | therefore turned to examining the rhetorical
approach and its means in this debate, and the impact this has
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on the construction of a sermon that combines persuasion and
enjoyment. The research was titled "The Rhetorical Approach
to Sermon Construction: Between Persuasion and Enjoyment
in (The Debate Between the Heart and the Eye) by lbn
Qayyim al-Jawziyya (d. 751 AH)." One of the reasons for
choosing this topic was the specificity of the subject of this
debate, which required a special rhetorical treatment to
achieve the preaching objective. The rhetorical structure of
the debate was also distinguished by its powerful impact,
including its diverse arts and styles, and the fine composition
and quality of its formulation. The aim of this study was to
shed light on the useful and effective methods of preaching
and guidance contained in this debate, which can be emulated
or developed to guide souls and reform society. The study
relied on a combination of the methods of induction and
deduction.
Keywords: Rhetoric of preaching, Literature of debate,
Debate of the heart and the eye, Persuasion,

Enjoyment, Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya.
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