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The Criterion for Judging the Correctness and Incorrectness of
Speech According to Sibawayh.
Muhammad bin Yahya Ali Hakami
Department of Grammar and Morphology, Al-Wajh University
College, University of Tabuk, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email_m.hakami@ut.edu.sa
Abstract:
This study, titled "The Criterion for Judging the Correctness and
Incorrectness of Speech According to Sibawayh,” investigates the
foundational principles employed by Sibawayh in evaluating linguistic
structures and determining their correctness or incorrectness. The
research aims to address a longstanding question: Did Sibawayh base
his grammatical judgments solely on syntactic structures, on semantic
meaning, or on a combination of both® The study pursues two main
objectives. First, it seeks to clarify the criterion adopted by Sibawayh in
issuing judgments on the validity or corruption of sentences and
constructions. It demonstrates that he viewed the relationship between
syntax and semantics as strong and inseparable, relying on this interplay
in classifying speech, guiding grammatical constructions, and forming
his linguistic judgments. His approach reflects a rigorous and objective
methodology to which he consistently adhered. Second, the research
aims to contribute to the guidance of proper linguistic usage by
identifying which expressions are linguistically acceptable—those that
align with both syntactic and semantic principles—and which are not,
due to their deviation from correct grammatical and semantic
frameworks.Employing a methodology that combines description,
analysis, and statistical inquiry, the study reveals the semantic
multiplicity of the term "speech" (kalam) in Sibawayh’s writings. This
multiplicity, it argues, is context-dependent and reflects the nuanced
understanding of the term among classical grammarians. The research
highlights the integrative relationship between syntax and semantics,
which Sibawayh used as a methodological standard for distinguishing
coherent speech from flawed speech. It concludes that acceptable
speech must exhibit both syntactic consistency and semantic clarity, and
that any departure from these principles results in linguistic invalidity,
as such expressions fall outside the established rules and principles of
the Arabic language.
Keywords:  Speech, Correctness/Correctness,  Error/Reference,
Sibawayh, Linguistic and semantic agreement.
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