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Techniques of Argumentation: A Rhetorical Study in the
Diwan of Safi al-Din al-Hilli (d. 752 AH) Ascetic and
Ethical Poetry as a Case Study

Sabah Gouda Sayed Abdel Rahman

Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic
and Arabic Studies for Girls, Beni Suef, Al-Azhar
University, Egypt .

Email: sabahabderhman.7722@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This study seeks to unveil the rhetorical eloguence in the
poetry of Safi al-Din al-Hilli by focusing on his poetry of
asceticism and ethics in particular. This genre of poetry is
rich with numerous rhetorical tools, which employ stylistic
devices as instruments to present an argument, accompanied
by its results, wrapped in evidence, in an attempt to persuade
the audience, entertain them, and win their mind in order to
accept the idea that the poet defends and narrates in his
poetry. From this perspective, Safi al-Din's arguments in his
poetry of asceticism and ethics are crafted with artistic
precision, maintaining a cohesive structure and meticulous
interconnection to reflect the rhetorical mechanisms and
persuasive techniques employed by the poet to convince his
audience, Thus, one of the primary motivations and
objectives that led the researcher to this study was to uncover
the rhetorical role of linguistic elements and stylistic devices,
revealing their power in persuading, entertaining, and
winning the audience's mind to accept the idea the poet
argues for and presents in his poetry.

The research follows a descriptive-analytical methodology,
based on analyzing the verses and highlighting their linguistic
elements that play an active role in the rhetorical process,The
focus is placed on their role in persuasion and influence,
achieving artistic enjoyment, and serving the aesthetic
purpose of encouraging the audience to submit and accept the
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poet's idea without hesitation or second thoughts, The
research is structured into an introduction, a preface, three
sections, followed by a conclusion and indexes. The
introduction discusses the significance of the topic, its
objectives, the approach followed, and the methodology used.
The preface includes two parts: the first provides a brief
overview of the poet's life, and the second introduces his
poetry of asceticism and ethics:The third section defines the
concept of rhetoric and its role in the process of persuasion
and influence: The first section examines the rhetorical
devices of meaning and their role in persuasion, the second
section looks at the rhetorical devices of imagery and their
role in persuasion, and the third section focuses on the
rhetorical devices of ornamentation and their role in
persuasion. The conclusion summarizes the key findings of
the research, and the research ends with a list of references
and a subject index.

Keywords: Rhetoric, Eloquence, Asceticism, Ethics, Safi al-

Din al-Hilli.
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