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Problems of Lexical Ambiguity Facing Non-Native
Learners of Arabic An Applied Study on Advanced-Level
Students at the Sheikh Zayed Center

Sanaa Mahmoud Salama Mohamed
Department of Linguistic Fundamentals, Faculty of
Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls in Beni Suef — Al-
Azhar University
Email: 1628010007 @azhar.edu.eqg
Abstract:
This research addresses the problems of lexical ambiguity
that face non-native Arabic learners, through an applied study
conducted on advanced-level students at the Sheikh Zayed
Center. The study aims to identify the main challenges that
hinder the understanding of this semantic phenomenon,
analyze their causes, and propose possible solutions. The
research adopts a descriptive analytical methodology based
on two tools: the interview and the questionnaire. The study
comprises an introduction and two chapters: the first is
dedicated to the theoretical framework of the phenomenon,
and the second to the applied study, followed by a conclusion
and indexes. The results revealed that advanced-level
students suffer from difficulties in understanding the
phenomena of homonymy, antonymy, and synonymy, which
affects their language acquisition. The findings also showed
that the absence of definitions of these phenomena in the Al-
Azhar Arabic language series for non-native speakers, along
with the lack of appropriate dictionaries, constitutes one of
the main causes of these issues. The study recommends
including simplified definitions and explanations of these
phenomena within the educational series and preparing a
linguistic dictionary that meets learners' needs.
Keywords: Learning problems, Lexical ambiguity, Non-
native Arabic speakers, Applied linguistics,
Sheikh Zayed Center.
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