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Satire and Irony in Naguib Mahfouz's Trilogy
Ma Xueyi Muhammad Hussein
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts,
Alexandria University
Email: mxy2535@gmail.com
Abstract:
Satire and irony in Naguib Mahfouz's trilogy (Palace Walk, Palace of
Desire, and Sugar Street) feature prominently in his portrayal of the
social and political conditions in Egypt during the interwar period.
Mahfouz uses satire and irony as a tool to criticize society and offer
critical insights without resorting to direct language. Many of the
characters in the trilogy embody different social models characterized
by black comedy, such as the character of "Sayyid,” who represents
greed, selfishness, and domination, and the family of "Ahmed Abdel
Gawad," which revolves around domination and male authority. These
characters are sometimes depicted in exaggerated forms, reflecting a
satirical satire of a social reality rife with contradictions. Mahfouz uses
colloquial Arabic in a sarcastic manner in the characters' dialogues,
contributing to highlighting class differences and societal
contradictions. The dialogues are interspersed with humorous and
sarcastic expressions, indicating a kind of mockery of prevailing
concepts and ideas. In the trilogy, Mahfouz's satire of the class divisions
and social inequalities that existed in Egyptian society is evident. This
is evident in his portrayal of people who perceive themselves as
superior to others or who approach social and political issues from a
narrow perspective, reflecting ignorance or hypocrisy. Mahfouz was a
harsh critic of the political situation of that era, as the work also
includes satire of bureaucracy and administrative corruption. His
exposure to satire is a form of political criticism that had no positive
impact on the poor and marginalized. | relied on the descriptive-
analytical approach, which aims to define the phenomenon, then
describe and analyze it. Research plan: The study of satire and irony in
Naguib Mahfouz's trilogy required dividing the research into two
sections: The first section defined the terms "sarcasm™ and “irony"
(linguistically and technically), followed by the second section, which
discussed the types of irony in literature, and the third section, which
focused on the manifestations of satire and irony in the trilogy.
Keywords: Satire, Irony, Naguib Mahfouz, Naguib Mahfouz Trilogy,
Palace Walk, Palace of Desire, Sugar Street.
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