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"Dramatic Imagery in the Poetry of Abu Firas al-Hamdani:
Between Lyricism and the Objectivity of Narrative"

Mohamed Mohamed Ahmed El Sayed Atta
Department of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Boys in Shargia, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
Email;_MohamedElsayed.sha.b@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract :
This study, entitled "Dramatic Imagery in the Poetry of Abu Firas al-
Hamdani: Between Lyricism and the Objectivity of Narrative ", aims to
clarify the purpose and artistic means of dramatic imagery in the poet’s
work, track his thematic transformations, and examine the shifts in plot
within the portrayed dramatic scenes, along with the extent of his
dramatic handling of them. The study relies on the analytical method to
separate the elements of the poet’s narrative structures and analyze their
composition, as well as to analyze stylistic performance and its
components. In addition, the psychological method is employed to
uncover the motivations behind portraying such scenes.The study
consists of an introduction and a preface that presents the concept of
dramatic imagery and a brief biography of the poet, followed by four
sections: The first: Dramatic Imagery — Purpose and Artistic Means,The
second: Thematic Variations of Drama, The third: Elements of Narrative
Structure, The fourth: Drama and Poetic Imagery, The study concludes
with several findings, the most important of which are: the emergence
of a dramatic sensibility in the poet’s work, his awareness of how to
create conflict between two events, ideas, or emotions; his economy in
the use of narration without an excessive dramatic tendency; his skilled
employment of drama to serve the idea and express emotion; and his
use of artistic tools to evoke psychological drama and create movement
within the poem’s sections, freeing them from rigidity. Furthermore, he
utilizes well-known dramatic situations as narrative templates with
some adaptation, and his poetry is rich in dramatic diversity. The poet
demonstrated a clear ability in dramatic composition, in employing
dramatic elements, and in using poetic imagery as a structural
component within the narrative formation, thereby intensifying the
drama and embodying emotion.The researcher recommends further
investigation into the dialectical relationship between subjectivity and
objectivity in dramatic imagery in classical Arabic poetry, shedding
more light on the role of poetic imagery within narrative construction,
exploring emotional description in Abu Firas’s poetry within a dramatic
framework, and examining the role of poetic rhythm in dramatic
imagery.
Keywords: Drama, Lyricism, Narrative, Dialogue, Event.
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