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The Epic in Arabic Poetry: Abdullah ibn al-Mu'tazz's
Poem on the History of the Commander of the Faithful,
al-Mu'tadid (as a Model).

Ramadan Khalifa Fareej Hassan
Department of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of
Arabic Language in Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: Ramadan20200@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:
Ibn al-Mu'tazz holds a high status in poetry. He is a prolific
poet with a broad mind. Some consider him the most
eloquent poet of his time. His poem in praise of al-Mu'tadid
is considered one of the most beautiful poems ever written in
Arabic poetry. It is considered an Islamic epic, and with it we
respond to those who claim that Arabic poetry is devoid of
epic poems. The subject of the epic is the heroic history of a
legendary hero, the Abbasid Caliph al-Mu'tadid, and his
struggle against the forces of evil, whose multiple faces
appear in the epic. The presentation in the epic relies on a
direct narrative style, in which the narrator appears while the
characters' dialogue disappears, transporting the listener
between different settings. To relieve boredom and tedium,
the Arjouz combines the elements of a literary epic
(supplication to God Almighty, presentation, characters, and
the invocation of traditional figures). He was careful to
invoke many traditional characters, focusing on evil
characters. This invocation reflects his awareness of their
significance and understanding of their significance, and
confirms his creative ability. He used them as proof of what
he wanted to express. The epic is narrated in the first person,
and the paradox of anticipation is prevalent. He also
successfully employs the mechanism of flashback to
highlight the semantic value of the comparison between two
eras.
Keywords: Epic, Arjouz, Ibn al-Mu'tazz, al-Mu'tadid, Arabic
poetry.
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