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The Awe of Meaning and the Ambiguity of Signification: A
Study of the Symbolic Structure in the Poetry Collection
Labyrinths of Ulysses by Abdullah Al-Fifi

Zaher bin Hussein Al-Fifi
Humanities Specializations Unit, Applied College in Muhayil
Asir, King Khalid University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email: zaheralfify@gmail.com
Abstract:
This study explores the symbolic structure in Abdullah Al-Fifi’s
poems “Maze of Ulysses” (Matahat Ulysses) and “The
Resurrection of Al-Mutanabbi” (Qiyamat Al-Mutanabbi), through
a critical analysis grounded in contemporary approaches that
engage with semantic astonishment and interpretive ambiguity.
The central hypothesis of the study posits that symbolism in Al-
Fifi’s poetry is not merely ornamental or superficial, but rather a
profound aesthetic and intellectual framework through which the
poet expresses his vision of existence, selfhood, and history—
intertwined with themes of exile, rebirth, and myth, The research
examines manifestations of semantic wonder as both emotional
and cognitive responses generated by the accumulation of layered
symbols and metaphysical references, resulting in a purposeful
ambiguity that invites multiple interpretations. The analysis is
structured around several key axes, including: the mythic hero
symbolism in Maze of Ulysses, the evocation of Al-Mutanabbi as
a symbol of poetic identity and cultural resurrection in The
Resurrection of Al-Mutanabbi, and symbolic representations of
the self, nature, and language as sites of tension between heritage
and modernity.
Employing a symbolic-hermeneutic methodology, intersecting
with structural and post-structural theories, the study draws on
critical insights from thinkers such as Gaston Bachelard, Abdullah
Al-Ghadhami, and Adonis to uncover the deep semantic layers of
Al-Fifi’s poetic discourse. The study concludes that Al-Fifi’s
poetry is constructed upon a complex symbolic matrix that
embodies philosophical and historical visions, opening a unique
aesthetic horizon where language merges with silence, clarity with
obscurity, and tradition with subversion.
Keywords: Astonishment of meaning, Ambiguity of meaning,
Symbolic structure, Ulysses’ Labyrinths, Abdullah
Al-Fifi..
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