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Wagqf and its scientific and cultural role in Andalusia
Munirah Saad Al-dewirem
Department of History, College of Arts and Sciences,
Sarat Ubaidah, King Khalid University, Abha, Saudi
Arabia.
Email:_ munirah25@gmail.com
Abstract:
Knowledge is the pillar of nations' renaissance and the
foundation for the development and evolution of human
civilizations. It is the path to all advancement and prosperity
in all fields. This research aims to reveal the impact of waqf
(endowment) on the scientific and cultural renaissance of the
Islamic state, particularly in Al-Andalus, which was a model
to be emulated in scientific renaissance. Al-Andalus has
inscribed on the forehead of Islamic civilization, both
quantitatively and qualitatively, scholars and works in
various fields of knowledge, as attested by scholars from both
the West and the East. Wagf played a significant role in
developing Andalusian society in various religious,
economic, social, scientific, and cultural fields. This research
will focus on scientific and cultural endowments, Waqf
played a crucial role in spreading education and culture in Al-
Andalus by constructing edifices of knowledge and culture,
and providing suitable conditions for jurists, scholars, and
literati in the mihrab of authorship, publishing, scientific and
jurisprudential investigation, literature, translation, and
scholarly travels. Waqf fulfilled this role through the
construction of educational and cultural institutions such as
mosques, Quranic schools, schools, public libraries, ribats,
and zawiyas, as well as funding those who ran them,
including teachers, students, and workers. Additionally, it
provided the necessary writing tools for the educational
process and scientific publishing, as well as textbooks and
translation centers.
Keywords: Scientific Waqf, Scientific Renaissance, Cultural

Renaissance, Endowments, Al-Andalus.
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