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Granaries (al-Ahraa) in Egypt during the First Three Centuries of
Hijrah: A Study in Light of Arabic Papyrus
Mahmoud Abd El-Fattah Aboutaha
Assistant Professor, Department of History & Civilization, Faculty
of Arabic Language, Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Egypt
Email: mahmoudaboutah@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

If a meticulous reader takes a look at the overall history of Islamic
Egypt, he will come to the conclusion that the first three centuries of
Hijrah was a turning point in the progress of Islamic civilization.
Reasons include the fact that this period was characterized by
unprecedented political stability and material prosperity, which
contributed to the impressive creation of the country's administrative
and economic institutions.

Granaries known as al-Ahraa stand as one of the most prominent of
these institutions as they played a pivotal role in making optimal use of
Egypt's natural resources at that time. The present study sheds light on
how public services were performed during this specified period in the
history of Egypt. Moreover, it paints an overall picture of one of the
basic elements of infrastructure during this era. The study gives
particular focus to the importance of al-Ahraa, its main activities,
workers in charge of them, their areas of specializations, and the nature
of the tasks assigned to them. This is further elaborated through
explaining the meaning of al-Ahraa, their significance, how they were
built, their different shapes, designs and types. This is in addition to
identifying the classes of the grains stored in al-Ahraa, their weights,
prices, means of transporting them, and the tasks assigned to workers in
charge of them.

Keywords: Granaries (al-Ahraa), wheat tax, grain storehouses, in-
charge of al-Ahraa, wheat vessels, wheat, barely, recipients of crops,
carriers.
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https://papyri.info/ddbdp/stud.pal;10;161?rows=3&start=155&fl=id,title&fq=collection:ddbdp&fq=(ddbdp_series:stud.pal+OR+hgv_series:stud.pal+OR+dclp_series:stud.pal)&fq=(ddbdp_volume:10+OR+hgv_volume:10+OR+dclp_volume:10)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=156&t=286
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/stud.pal;10;161?rows=3&start=155&fl=id,title&fq=collection:ddbdp&fq=(ddbdp_series:stud.pal+OR+hgv_series:stud.pal+OR+dclp_series:stud.pal)&fq=(ddbdp_volume:10+OR+hgv_volume:10+OR+dclp_volume:10)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=156&t=286
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/stud.pal;10;161?rows=3&start=155&fl=id,title&fq=collection:ddbdp&fq=(ddbdp_series:stud.pal+OR+hgv_series:stud.pal+OR+dclp_series:stud.pal)&fq=(ddbdp_volume:10+OR+hgv_volume:10+OR+dclp_volume:10)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=156&t=286
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/stud.pal;10;161?rows=3&start=155&fl=id,title&fq=collection:ddbdp&fq=(ddbdp_series:stud.pal+OR+hgv_series:stud.pal+OR+dclp_series:stud.pal)&fq=(ddbdp_volume:10+OR+hgv_volume:10+OR+dclp_volume:10)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=156&t=286
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