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Images of the One Meaning in the Elegies of Al-Mutanabbi
and Ahmed Shawqi by the Syrian Poet Khalil Mardam Bey
(d. 1959)

A Comparative Rhetorical Study
Mustafa Ahmed Ibrahim Ibrahim
Department of Rhetoric and Criticism — Faculty of Islamic
and Arabic Studies for Girls, Al-Qarin — Shargia — Al-
Azhar University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: mostafaibrahim2898.el@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
The Syrian poet (Khalil Mardam Bek) mourned two great
Arabic poets, (Al-Mutanabbi) and (Shawaqi), in two different
elegies. This study aimed to identify the representations of the
same meaning in the two elegies, analyzing and comparing
them. The study followed an analytical critical approach. The
research followed the following procedures: | identified the
images of the same meaning in the two elegies, and placed them
in topics from which the demands are derived. | began each
demand with an introduction, followed by the verses that were
said about Al-Mutanabbi, accompanied by a brief literary
analysis, then followed by the verses that were said about
(Shawaqi). | extracted the rhetorical arts on which each image
was based, explaining its role in conveying the meaning and its
conformity with the requirements of the situation, and
concluded with a comparative study, preferring between the
images if the situation required preference, otherwise | showed
the beauty of the image in each without preference. One of the
most prominent findings of the research is that the
representations of the same meaning between the two poems
were as follows: praise for the richness and diversity of poetic
themes, achieving literary stature and the elevation of rhetorical
talent, defending Arabism and Islam, confronting the enemies
of the nation, depicting some aspects of the nation's struggles
and crises, and expressing the immortality of their memory and
lasting impact.
Keywords: The representation of the same meaning, Khalil
Mardam Bek, Al-Mutanabbi, Shawqi, Rhetoric,

Comparison
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