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The structural approach and its validity in Islamic
studies.

Mamdouh Ibrahim Mahmoud Mohammed
College of Arabic Language, Imam Muhammad ibn
Saud Islamic University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email: mamdouh99@gmail.com
Abstract:
The structural approach was one of the most important
Western intellectual approaches that gained great popularity
in Europe and America in the sixties of the last century, but
with its decline in the West in the late seventies; Because of
its futility and unreality, it moved to our Arab and Islamic
countries, where it found fertile ground to spread, especially
among those who joined their role and were influenced by
them, or were their students, or translated their works. Some
of them tried to apply it to the Holy Qur’an, and this was
nothing but an intellectual and cultural affiliation to the
West, and a denial of its language and religion, and even the
Holy Qur’an, which they wanted to deny the attribute of
holiness and divine source from, and an attempt to interpret
it as if it were - in their thought and culture - a product of
the human mind, through their attempt to subject it to this
Saussurean structural approach in general, and Barthes in
particular, in analyzing literary texts and sacred religious
texts, and subjecting them to the meaning that the reader
wants or employs in it, not the writer or author, far from the
external circumstances and conditions surrounding the text,
isolating it completely from its context, and interpreting it
according to what the reader wants and not according to
what the context or the creator of the text requires. In the
first section, I introduced the structural approach, its origins
and development, and the difference between implicit
structural studies among the ancient Arabs and modern
Western structuralism. | spoke in The second topic is about
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the validity of this Western approach in Islamic studies in
general and in the Holy Quran in particular. | presented the
opinions of Orientalist scholars and their followers from the
Westernizers who wanted to subject the Quranic texts to this
analytical approach in studying the texts. | explained their
thought, approach and criticism, and demonstrated in an
unambiguous manner and with conclusive evidence the
unsuitability of this approach in Islamic studies in general
and Quranic texts in particular. | also responded to those
who claimed that this same approach existed in Sibawayh
and Abdul Qaher Al-Jurjani.
Keywords: Contemporary linguistics,  Structuralism,
Descriptive  linguistics, Islamic  studies,
Ideology.
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