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Character Building in Ibrahim Aslan’s Novel Birds of the Nile
- A Descriptive and Analytical Study
Libliba Wu Yujuan
PhD in Arabic Literature, Faculty of Arts, Alexandria
University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: wuyujuan@gmail.com
Abstract:
The novel "Birds of the Nile" revolves around the hero Abdel
Rahim, a young man like a bird who migrated from the
countryside to the city in order to achieve his self-realization. He
lives in a popular neighborhood and encounters conflicts as a
result of the differences in customs and traditions that he was
raised on in the countryside and among the people he interacts
with in the popular neighborhood. It is a complete life cycle of a
simple Egyptian family that lived a specific period in Egypt's
history and embodied the nature of reality and its spirit, the
dreams of the people who live it, and the nature of the obstacles
that hinder their lives, The stories of families and households
represent an intimate Egyptian dimension and represent a popular
phenomenon, although their roots go back to what was called in
European criticism in the last century the "generations novel.” It is
the novel that deals with the biography of a family over a specific
period of time, to follow two or three generations of it, and it is a
context presented by a number of great Arab writers, such as
Naguib Mahfouz did in the trilogy, for example, The novel "Birds
of the Nile" is a vivid picture of the description of the simple
Egyptian person, and the various conflicts between man and
society, and a stand beside the poor classes, who feel suffering
from the excessive successive frustrations in their lives and human
existence,The novel presented the pulse of the sad life of
oppressed people in the vortex of unforgiving reality, and sought
to define the relationship of the individual to the group, which is
the same relationship that presents the relationship of man to the
universe and the relationship of the part to the whole. The novel
also carries many life details that record customs and traditions,
and the daily lives of people in the neighborhoods, and their
concerns, fears and desires.
Keywords: Birds of the Nile, Ibrahim Aslan, Conflict, Abdel
Rahim, Al-Bahi Othman, Narges, Hanem.
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