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The Impact of Islamic Upbringing on Naguib Mahfouz’s
Novels: A Philosophical Study
Arwa Mohammed Ahmed Al-Molla
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty
of Arts, King Faisal University, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.
Email: arwa _189@gmail.com.
Abstract:
Naguib Mahfouz was born in an Islamic environment to a
Muslim family. He grew up on the teachings of the Islamic
religion. He memorized the Qur’an at an early age in Sheikh
Buhari’s school, and the first time he fasted for the entire
month of Ramadan was at the age of seven. Al-Hussein’s
neighborhood, where the mosques call to prayer and the
Qur’an is heard in the place, with its atmosphere and
religious spirituality also had a sumptuous effect on shaping
his personality and culture, His memory stored all these
Islamic manifestations and rituals, and his soul was saturated
with their spirituality. These influences appeared fragmented
in his novels, and he took from them as an ink to describe the
place, time, and characteristics, as he spread his Islamic
beliefs and legacies in its events, Hence, the impact of his
Islamic upbringing appeared in his novels both in the world
of sensory phenomena and the world of things in themselves,
This research adopts an analytical, critical and philosophical
approach, based on linking the novelistic text with the
Islamic upbringing of its producer in order to identify the
psychological and philosophical points that the text reveals
through the fictional character of Naguib Mahfouz, Asample
consisting of fourteen novels by Naguib Mahfouz was
chosen, and it is an intentional sample; it aims to cover most
of the periods of his life and his fictional production.
Keywords: Influence; Islamic Upbringing; Novels, Naguib
Mahfouz, Philosophical study.
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