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Aesthetics of Deviation in the Art of Literary Signatures
in the Abbasid Era
Eman Shaaban Mohamed Awad
Department of Literature and Criticism - Islamic Girls
College - Al-Azhar University, Assiut - Arab Republic of
Egypt
Email: imanawad973.el@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
The phenomenon of deviation is one of the stylistic
phenomena that researchers have paid significant attention to
in modern criticism. Deviation, in its simple meaning, is a
departure from the norm. Among its benefits are the
enjoyment of the reader and stimulating the recipient's mind.
Literary signatures are comments from influential figures on
messages, consisting of short, eloquent, concise sentences.
Literary signatures are considered an eloquent art of prose
and a marvelous form of writing. This art has been
marginalized in Arabic literature books, both old and modern.
Only a few references to it have reached us, as if this art were
insignificant. Therefore, it is essential for Arabic literature
enthusiasts to uncover this art and reveal its face, so it can
take its rightful place alongside other literary arts. The art of
signatures is closely linked to writing; it is a written art.
Hence, any oral models resembling this art are not considered
signatures. The art of signatures originated in the early
Islamic era, flourished in the Umayyad state, and then
blossomed and developed in the Abbasid era. A dedicated
register was established for it, called "Diwan Al-Tawqi'‘at,"
and its forms varied between prose and poetry. Through
research, it became apparent that deviation is present in the
art of signatures in its three forms (semantic, structural, and
rhythmic). Deviation played a significant role in clarifying
the intended purpose of the signatures while adding elements
of beauty and grandeur to them. This is what my research,
titled "Aesthetics of Deviation in the Art of Literary
Signatures in the Abbasid Era," encompasses.
Keywords: Deviation, Signatures, Semantic Deviation,
Structural Deviation, Rhythmic Deviation.
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