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Verses of seeking refuge (Istighara) in the Holy Quran:
An Analytical Rhetorical Study
Ahmed Mohamed Mohamed Abdel Fattah
Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Arabic Language
in Zagazig, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: am2006246@gmail.com

Abstract
This research revolves around the verses of seeking refuge
(Istighara) in the Holy Quran; | mean by verses of seeking

refuge (Istighara) those blessed verses that include the word
(Istighara) or its derivatives, and they are six verses that are the
focus of the research. These verses have been devoted to
research and study because they talk about a state that befalls a
person; when the soul is overcome by hardship, or a calamity
befalls it, it looks for a way out, and longs for a refuge, and
resorting to God Almighty and seeking refuge in Him are among
the requirements of servitude to Him, the Almighty, and the
verses of seeking refuge (Istighara) have narrated different
occasions, and then comes the role of rhetoric to try to reveal
what each verse overflows with of expressive secrets and
stylistic subtleties; This is done by looking at each verse in its
place, not separated from what precedes and follows it in the
Qur’anic system, and the relationship of the word within the
verse to the context and situation in which it appears, and
clarifying the extent of its suitability for the meaning and
purpose, and its fulfillment of the need of the situation and
position.

The verses of seeking refuge (Istighara) included many
rhetorical secrets and literary subtleties that cooperated to reveal
what was intended from them, and the forms in which the word
Istighara came varied between the noun, the present tense verb,
the past tense, and the imperative, and each form has its own
giving, suggestion, and shadows; the word’s form, weight, and
tone have a close relationship with its specific meaning, as well
as the general meaning, as if that meaning was specific to that
structure; if the form changes, the meaning changes accordingly.
Keywords: Verses of seeking refuge (Istighara) — The Holy

Qur’an — Analytical Rhetorical Study
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