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Interactive strategies in academic writing: exploring hedging
and reinforcement in research papers between humanitarian
and scientific disciplines, a comparative analytical study.

Ashwaqg Abdul Rahman Al -Hassan.
Doctorate Researcher in Arabic Applied Linguistics, College
of Languages and its Sciences, King Saud University, Saudi
Arabia.
Email: ashwaq990@gmail.com
Abstract:
This paper addresses hedging and boosting strategies in academic
writing within research papers from the humanities and scientific
disciplines in a comparative manner. The aim is to explore
whether there is convergence or divergence in the use of hedging
and boosting markers in both humanities and scientific disciplines.
The study also clarifies the concepts of hedging and boosting,
highlighting their importance in academic writing and their
relationship with the interactive dimension of writing. The study
adopted a mixed-methods approach, with the qualitative aspect
exploring hedging and boosting markers according to Hyland's
(2005) list, and the quantitative aspect calculating the frequency of
the most recurrent words based on Hyland's (2008) formula. The
study benefited from the MAXQDA analysis tool in analyzing the
corpus, which consists of research papers from both humanities
and scientific disciplines. The results showed that hedging was
more prevalent in scientific research papers, while boosting
appeared similarly in both humanities and scientific papers. This
indicates that the use of academic language may vary depending
on the discipline. The study also produced lists of the most
frequently occurring hedging and boosting words in humanities
and scientific research papers, which may contribute to improving
the quality of academic writing for learners of academic writing.
Keywords: Academic Discourse — Discourse Analysis —
Metadiscourse — Language for Specific Purposes —
Boosting — Hedging.
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