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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's interest in antiquities (Tabuk
Castle as an example). 1346 - 1434 AH /1928 - 2012 AD (Historical
and Civilizational Study)

Jawharah Ghbesh AL-Otaibi
Department of History and Archaeology, College of Social
Sciences, Umm Al-Qura University, Kingdom of Saudi

Arabia.
Email: g00002020@hotmail.com
Abstract:
The city of Tabuk, located in the northwest of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, is considered a region rich in archaeological sites with an
important historical dimension, which expresses the activity of the
region during past periods of time. Fortresses, castles, and wells were
established there, as it is one of the recognized destinations as a transit
area for pilgrims during the Hajj seasons. Tabuk Castle represented a
pilgrimage station during the Ottoman era, and its layout is
distinguished by various architectural elements, and with the passage of
time it acquired historical importance.
The importance of the study lies in documenting the reforms of the
Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and clarifying the number
of times of restoration that they have undergone. This is because the
interest of the government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is directed
towards protecting antiquities and preserving heritage. We find that the
antiquities spread across its lands have received the care of the
government, with the sponsorship of the Agency for Antiquities and
Heritage, then the Saudi Commission for Tourism and National
Heritage, after the merger of the Antiquities Agency with the tourism
sector, which contributed to the definition of With all the castles and
working to develop them, one of them was Tabuk Castle, which today -
as a result of the combined efforts of the concerned authorities from the
antiquities and tourism bodies - has become an archaeological tourist
landmark, possessing the elements of tourist attraction, so that it was
prepared to open its doors to visitors, both citizens and tourists. To be a
historical tourist destination that develops the visitor’s cultural and
scientific aspects, in addition to its entertainment aspect, which offers a
range of different activities for visitors.
Keywords: Antiquities, Heritage, Museum, Tourist Attractions, Tabuk
Region, Modern History, Contemporary History.
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