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Tribalism and its impact on the writings of historians
Imam Al-Hafiz Ibn Hibban Al-Busti
(d. 354 AH/965 AD) as a model
Sameh Gohar Saad Shams
Teacher of History and Islamic Civilizationat the Faculty of
Arabic Language in Cairo
Email: sameh-gohar@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
In this research, | have traced the biographies and incidents that
Ibn Hibban (d. 354 AH/965 AD) dealt with about his tribe Tamim
with the aim of identifying the extent to which he was influenced
when presenting them by his tribal affiliation. | have confirmed at
the beginning that he is one of the scholars who excelled and
innovated, and even if some objections were recorded in their
writings, they do not diminish the value of their writings or their
status, for perfection belongs to God alone, who is free from all
deficiency, no matter how slight or small, and infallibility belongs
to His prophets (peace be upon them). What modern studies do is
reveal some of those objections, which perhaps by avoiding them,
these writings will rise from the status of good to the best, and
their value will increase more than what they enjoy. Then | spoke
about the concept of fanaticism by defining fanaticism in language
and terminology in general, and tribal fanaticism in particular,
which drives a man to call for the support of his clan over those
who oppose them, whether they are oppressors or oppressed, and
to not accept the truth when evidence appears due to excessive
persistence in inclination and bias. | mentioned: Its types, causes,
Islam’s position on it and on the fanatics, and ways to prevent and
treat it. Then | presented a number of biographies and incidents
that 1bn Hibban dealt with and that pertain to his tribe, Tamim,
and tribal fanaticism had an effect on him when he wrote them,
such as his biography of Al-Hasan bin Ghalib Al-Tamimi and
others, and his dealing with the events of the secret expedition of
Abdullah bin Jahsh Al-Asadi, may God be pleased with him, to
Nakhal, and others.
Keywords: Tribalism, Tribalism, lbn Hibban, Imam, Hafiz, Al-
Busti
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