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Emile Dermenghem's views on the Companions: A critical
study of the book The Life of Muhammad
Mohamed Abd allatif Abd alKhaleq Al-Marakeby
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Itay El-Baroud, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
E-mail: mohamedalmarakeby.2034@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The research topic entitled (Emile Dermenghem's views on the
Companions: A critical study of the book The Life of
Muhammad) aims to identify Durmangham’s methodology in his
book and his opinions on the honorable companions, may God be
pleased with them all, especially since some specialists in
biography and history have placed him in the circle of orientalists
who are fair to Islam and its Messenger, and his book has been
translated into many languages. It was printed more than once,
and Muslim scholars in Paris refer to it, which gives us a clear
indication of its wide spread. The importance of the subject is due
to Dermenghem’s recognition of the French Orientalist school,
which is one of the oldest schools of Western Orientalism,
especially since that school addressed many studies related to
Islam, its history, and its early men. In this research, | adopted the
historical method based on analysis and criticism, and monitored
what Dermenghem says about the companions of the Messenger
of God, may God bless him and grant him peace and to clarify the
extent of the correctness of his statements from their error from
the hadith and historical sources, trying to reach the information
closest to correctness and logic, and | responded to the doubts that
were raised in a scientific way free of bias, and close to fairness as
much as | could, and the research reached several results, the most
important of which are: Dermenghem’s approach to the life of the
Prophet and his companions contains major methodological
errors, which he unfortunately presents without clear arguments or
evidence, and relies on weak rather than correct narrations. He
also looks at historical events and facts without taking into
account the time and place in which they occurred, and presents
them from the perspective of his time.

Keywords: Dermenghem - Life of Muhammad — Methodology -
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