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"Shahrazad™ and 'Shahryar" between "Naguib
Mahfouz' and ""Tawfiq Al-Hakim"

Fatima Song Yanan

Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts,
Alexandria University, Egypt.

Email: songyanan@gmail.com

Abstract:

"One Thousand and One Nights" is a book that includes a
collection of stories, in addition to folk tales that were
collected and translated into Arabic. They are folk tales
collected in a book that reached us in writing and bears the
characteristics of folk literature that addresses listeners to
entertain them with conversations. It narrates events and
mixes reality with myth, truth with oddities and wonders.
Time and place overlap in the tales of "One Thousand and
One Nights", and it tells stories from history, customs, news
of kings and common people, and about the thieves, jinn, and
exploiters. It also talks about jinn, goblins, and marids. It
contains stories on the tongues of animals. What is common
in all versions of the Nights is the beginning, the stereotypical
story about the ruler Shahryar and his wife Shahrazad, which
was included in all the tales. It is noteworthy that three of the
characters of One Thousand and One Nights were the most
interested in Western writers: the duo "Shahrazad and
Shahryar", then "Sinbad". As for the characters of Shahrazad
and Shahryar, it was natural that they would not No European
translation of the Nights is devoid of their story, no matter
how many other stories it has neglected, because their story is
the artistic framework for all the Nights. On the scientific
level, the two characters were the focus of most studies and
research written about One Thousand and One Nights, and
their Persian name was one of the strongest pieces of
evidence for those who believe in the Persian origin of the
Nights. In terms of literary influence, the influence of the two
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characters - especially the character of Scheherazade - was
very deep and powerful. Scheherazade took on a special
significance in European literature, which is "the preference
of emotion over reason in finding the great truths, as
Scheherazade guided the king to his humanity and turned him
away from his instinct, not through logic but through
emotion, so she became a symbol of the truth that man knows
through this feeling and love. The nature of the research
required following the descriptive method, as well as the
analytical method, and the historical method.
Keywords: One Thousand and One Nights, Scheherazade,
Shahryar, Naguib Mahfouz, Tawfigq al-Hakim,
One Thousand and One Nights.
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