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Alienation in the novel “Distances” by the Egyptian
writer Ibrahim Abdel Majeed

Qalmullah Wu GELAN
PhD researcher in the Department of Arabic Language,
Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University, Egypt.
Email: wugelan@gmail.com
Abstract:
The novel Distances deliberately employs an existential
vision that takes the miserable face of human existence
hidden behind tin houses as a mask for it, to pass the
questions of life with references submerged within small,
fleeting and lost gestures, searching for an answer to a
number of questions, in the stages of life across distances.
The events of the novel revolve in an atmosphere of fantasy
around the story of "Ali" who differs from his family in the
desire for knowledge and transcending place and time, so he
suddenly grows up and becomes a young man and leaves the
place for the nearby city, to know the secret of this torment
that is condemned to people there. He finds greater torment in
the city, returns from it to his original place and goes back in
memory to his childhood, and finds no one but "Souad",
whom he considers the most beautiful woman that no one has
touched, and she has become a small monster kept by the
railway block worker who does not work because the trains
do not come. He bends down to kiss her and she disappears
forever. The feeling of alienation has dominated writers and
intellectuals, and even most members of Egyptian society in
the twentieth century. It became a disturbingly widespread
phenomenon in that century until it became like a disease that
infected modern man, which made it spread to the characters
of the novel by Ibrahim Abdel Majeed and other novelists of
his generation. Looking at most of Ibrahim Abdel Majeed's
novels, we find these negative characters characterized by
weakness and a sense of failure, decline and weakness; which
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leads them to surrender to the surrounding forces without
resistance except a little, and we find them completely
despairing of everything, so vast distances became between
them and their reality, so they almost did not feel what was
going on around them. The research followed the descriptive
analytical approach, and it also uses the psychological
approach in studying the phenomenon of alienation of
characters.

Keywords: Distances, Ibrahim Abdel Majeed, Alienation,

anxiety, Persecution, Place and time.
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