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The Myth in the Novel ""The Beloved Country' by
Youssef Al-Qaeed

Khaled Zhang iunbo
Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts,
Alexandria University, Egypt.
Email: zhangiunbo@gmail.com
Abstract:
The novel "The Beloved Country" by Youssef Al-Qaeed is
characterized by love of the homeland and pride in the great
Nile River, which the narrator made a sweet anthem
throughout the novel. The novel expresses the vision of its
writer and his position on the changes that have occurred in
his homeland. The author has resorted to employing myths
and symbols and using them as a means of criticism and
evaluation. Youssef Al-Qaeed has enriched his narrative
discourse by employing myth in the artistic construction of
this novel. Several mythological symbols, prominent in the
novel, are related to the Nile River and ancient Egyptian
civilization, including the myth of the “Bride of the Nile,” the
myth of “Isis and Osiris,” and the story of the “Three Rivers,”
as well as symbols related to the Nile flood, rain, trees, and
the color green, with their connotations of change and the
revival of life in the Nile Valley, which enriches the lives of
Egyptians with physical and psychological happiness. It is
known that myth reflects the primitive understanding of the
ancients of the origin of the world, natural phenomena, and
social life, and expresses stories and tales. By supernatural
images and imaginary forms, and it is certain that such myths
were composed in a high intellectual stage, and the myth is
the result of human contemplation, and the product of his
desire to control his reality or the power of nature, as the
myth embodies the conflict between the ancients and the
power of nature and the pursuit of ideals, and the author took
the beloved as a symbol of his beloved country "Egypt", and
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the title of the novel "The Beloved's Country" was mentioned
by the author specifically with the word "country" as it is a
specific country with all that it includes of people, plants,
relationships, and life, as the word carries multiple emotional
connotations. The narrator is also one of the returning sons of
this country. The symbolism of the title "The Beloved's
Country™ provides connotations and meanings of deep love
for the country for the narrator or other people, and the
researcher followed the descriptive analytical method, with
the help of the mythological method and the psychological
method.

Keywords: The Beloved's Country, Youssef ElI-Qaid, myth,

Nile River, Isis and Osiris, Bride of the Nile.
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