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The Biography of the Village and Water in the Novel **
TheALlenation of the Water Diviner " by Zahran Al
Qasimi - A Semiotic Study

Asmaa Ibrahim Shinkar.
Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Education,

Damanhour University, Egypt.
Abstract:

This research is a semiotic study which examines the novel
“The ALlenation of the Water Diviner” by Omani novelist
Zahran Al Qasimi - winner of 2023 Arab Booker Prize. The
writer has woven this novel from the heritage of the Omani
village, which gave it this uniqueness and fame. The author
employs a biographical format and adopts the style of
popular tales featuring a storyteller telling us the story of the
village, the story of the water and the story of the diviner with
all their hopes, ambitions, goals, obstacles and setbacks, The
novel depicts the village with all its flaws, and presents the
morals of its people, their social life, the types of people,
their moral problems, and their prevailing popular beliefs that
include myths, superstitions, magic and illogical
interpretations of things. It also highlights their most
important features such as gossip, spreading rumors,
encroaching on the rights of others, agreeing on falsehood
and others; as such, this novel represents an anthropological
document. This is how the author narrates the biography of
the village, and the biography of water, which is presented as
part of the ecosystem on the one hand, and on the other hand,
as a symbol that has its connotations presented through the
relationship of the diviner with water, which goes through
different stages, starting from exploring and dealing with
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water sounds, and ending with uniting with it, In this novel,
we find water has language and eloquence; we find water
calling and the diviner listening and responding; we find a
relationship of love and passion that brings them together, as
each one of them is looking for the other, This novel,”The
alienation of the Water Diviner” combined the biography of
the village and the biography of the water, Hence, in this
research, | tried to focus on these two axes around which the
narrative is focused, which are (the biography of the village)
on the one hand and (the biography of the water) on the other,
using the semiotic approach that contributes to revealing the
connotations of the text and its linguistic and non-linguistic
signs, the mechanism of these signs and their relationship to
each other within the narrative text, allowing us to explore
the depths of the text in a scientific and systematic way.
Keywords: Water narrative, The narrative of the village,
Zahran Al-Qasimi, The ALlenation of the
Water Diviner,The Omani novel.
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