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The image of wealth and poverty in the book ‘Uyiin
alakhbar by Ibn Qutaybah, a critical study

Essm Hamdy Attia Deif
Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts, Jouf
University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Department of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of
Arabic Language, Al-Azhar University, Menoufia
Branch.
Email: ehdeif@ju.edu.sa - esamdeif2023@gmail.com
Abstract:
The Image of Wealth and Poverty in the Book of ‘Uyin
alakhbar by Ibn Qutaybah, a critical study comprises an
introduction and overview of seven sections and a conclusion
followed by indexes of references and topics, The
introduction focuses on the reasons for choosing the topic,
literature review, a type of curriculum, then the study plan. It
looks at Islam’s view of wealth and poverty, and Ibn
Qutaybah’s hadith about wealth and poverty, then the most
important literature books that talked about this topic,
.Moreovere, it sheds light on Islam’s view of wealth and
poverty, and Ibn Qutaybah’s speaking explicitly of wealth
and poverty, then the most important literature review books
that touched on this this current topic. The study includes
seven basic sections. First: Governance. Second: Social
experiences. Third: Balancing wealth and poverty. Fourth:
condemning wealth and praising poverty. Fourth: Praise of
wealth. Fifth: condemning poverty. Sixth: condemning
poverty. Seventh: Philosophy. The conclusion includes the
most prominent results of the research, as the poets were
concerned with reflecting on wealth and poverty in the
abstract without talking about the manifestations of wealth or
its causes, and the same is true with poverty without
reflecting conceptually about the causes of poverty. The
poets also excelled in the reasons for praising poverty as they
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sought to support their opinions with argument and proof.
The models chosen by Ibn Qutaybah to highlight the image
of wealth and poverty were characterized by diversity
between poetry and prose, and were also not devoid of
highlighting some social experiences resulting from people’s
recurrent conversations about the rich and poor and their
conditions. The views of poets and writers on wealth varied.
Some of them saw it as a reason for sovereignty, some of
them saw it as a path to happiness whereas others saw it as a
reason to repel any shortcoming that might befall its owner,
some of them attributed people’s listening to him to insulting
money, and there are those who made wealth and poverty
among what God divided between them. To His servants,
there is no help for the rich in his wealth, nor for the poor in
his poverty, but wealth and existence are divided.
Keywords: Wealth, Poverty, Money, Image, critical, ‘Uyiin
alakhbar.
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