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Myth in children’s stories in Arabic literature, an
analytical study.

Maryam (Yang Ling)
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty
of Arts, Alexandria University, Egypt.
Email: yangling@gmail.com
Abstract:
Children’s literature is part of literature in general, and the
same definitions that apply to literature apply to it, except
that it specializes in addressing a specific group of society,
which is the group of children, and children’s literature may
differ from adult literature depending on the difference in
minds, perceptions, and differences in Experiences in quality
and quantity, but what is not disputed is that the literary
material of children’s folkloric and traditional stories, which
have been told to the children of a people, over generations
for thousands of years, capturing their emotions and
imaginations, was not isolated from the general flow of
imagination, images, or thinking about this. Rather, children's
stories were pure literary expressions created by adults.
Children's literature is considered of great importance and
plays a prominent role in the study of Arabic literature.
Although there are many studies that deal with children's
literature with a critical study of its general features; Or
children's literature and its role in building an integrated
personality, and many other articles; The researcher preferred
to choose the field of children's literature, and to address the
mythological field in children's literature. This is due to the
importance of this type of study for children. This research
follows the descriptive analytical approach in studying myth
in Arabic children’s stories. Accordingly, this research can be
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divided into four sections, as follows: First: An overview of
children’s literature, and this part deals with the concept of
children’s literature. ; And the features of the development of
children’s literature globally and in the Arab world. Second:
Myth in children’s literature, which includes the definition of
myth, as well as the difference between myth, folk tale, and
myth. A summary of the stories contained in the book One
Thousand and One Nights. Third: The positive and negative
role of myth in children’s stories. Fourth: A study of story

style in children’s literature, and so on.

Keywords: CHildren's literature, Story, Legend, "One
Thousand and One Nights"”, Ali Baba and the
Forty Thieves.
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Introduction:

Children's literature is considered one of the modern arts
in Arab and international literature, as its concept does not
differ from literature, except in that it is directed to a special
group: children, who are “characterized by a certain mental
level, and by psychological and emotional capabilities and
capabilities, different from adults. Childhood experiences and
their advantages are specific. Its imaginative horizons are
broad and spacious, not defined by borders, nor confined by
the controls of adults, and their methods of research,
thinking, analysis, and comprehension are not like our mature
methods that we have acquired through practice, long
experience, and diverse cultures.”

Anyone who contemplates all of the literature prepared
for children will find confusion between children’s culture
and their literature, which has led to defining the concept of
children’s literature as ‘“artistic works that depict ideas,
feelings, and fantasies that are consistent with children’s
perceptions, and take the forms of story, poetry, play, essay,
and song.”

Children’s literature is defined as “a renewed literary
genre in modern literature, directed at a gradual age stage,
written by adults for children in various prose and poetic arts,
in a language appropriate to the children’s audience and
perceptions, in accordance with the standards of writing
literary text for children, not about them, and one of the most
important tributaries of childhood literature in any country.”
Language: Stories: oral and popular. The literary text in all its
forms aims to achieve moral, educational, artistic and
aesthetic functions.

The story: It occupies the first place in children’s
literature, and it is considered its most widespread type. It is
also the closest literary art to the child’s soul, because it has
an exceptional ability to arouse his feelings, emotions, and
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imagination. The story is a tool for him in achieving the goals
of education and contributing greatly to satisfying his needs.
Children's intellectual, psychological and cognitive. Children
are very attached to the story. They listen to it and read it with
passion. “They soar in its atmosphere and merge with its
heroes. With each story, they transcend the dimensions of
time and transcend the present to the future. They may move
to various places, transcending reality, and this is what paves
the way for them to roam on the wings of imagination.” And
explore worlds they have never known before.

Children's literature derives its philosophy and
components from the philosophy and components of society,
and deals with appropriate social values and traditions, which
it presents in a way that is compatible with children's thinking
and perceptions. However, this does not mean that it is a
simplification or minimization of the prevailing culture of
society. Rather, children's literature represents an independent
art in its own right.

Children's literature has come to occupy an important
place in the modern era, as a result of the awareness of
advanced societies, and the extent to which this literature
contributes to raising the child and educating him:
intellectually, socially, psychologically and morally, through
free reading in choosing what attracts him and loves him.
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