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The objective equivalent in Gamal Al-Ghitani’s novels
1945-2015 AD A “critical analytical” vision

Fatima Issa Al-Ahwal
Department of Literature and Criticism, College of
Islamic and Arab Studies for Girls, Kafr EI-Sheikh, Al-
Azhar University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
E-mail: Elahwalfatma@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract :
This research deals with an important issue of modern
literary criticism, which 1s the “objective, symbolic
equivalent,” which T. S. Eliot talked about in his critical
writings. The researcher addressed it with a theoretical study
first: through the concept, importance, and its place in ancient
criticism. Second: An applied study on the novels of Gamal
al-Ghitani, who is considered one of Egypt’s most important
writers in the modern era and the most prominent in the art of
fiction. His novels were distinguished by many artistic
characteristics that clearly appeared in his novels, including
the “thematic symbolic equivalent,” which is an artistic
phenomenon represented by The novelist's use of physical or
sensory elements; To represent or embody abstract ideas,
emotions, or feelings. He used this phenomenon extensively
in his novels, and it contributed to enriching them and
making them more profound and influential. The importance
of this research was that it deals with an important and new
topic in literary criticism; Because it depends on intensifying
literary experiences through allusion and reference, and
identifying patterns of thematic and symbolic equivalent in
Al-Ghitani’s novels. The researcher relied on the (deductive)
approach, which is based on deducing the objective
equivalent and its symbolism from the writer’s various
experiences, as well as the (artistic-analytical) approach.
Which is based on extrapolating, interpreting and analyzing
texts, identifying their various techniques, and dealing with
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the phenomenon from its multiple angles and aspects. It also
helps in analyzing the literary work and showing the
reflection of the intellectual and psychological features of the
writer on the novels he produces. Through it, we can reveal
the traits and features of the characters, and the research has
resulted in On several results, the most important of which
are: that the writer used the objective equivalent to escape
from the control of his feelings over the text or as a mask to
cover up the true personality of the creator, or to express
abstract concepts such as emotions and feelings. The
symbolic value of the objective equivalent in the novels of
“Gamal al-Ghitani” placed him in the rank s of modern-day
writers. In using this powerful literary device, Al-Ghitani’s
novels were often characterized by symbolism and
camouflage; Which made it a rich subject for research and
study in light of newer modern theories.
key words: Equivalent - Objective - Novel - Jamal Al-
Ghitani -Tools For Artistic Formation Of The
Novel .
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