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Building characters in the two novels: A rural doctor, and the
diaries of a rural deputy, a comparative analytical study.

SOHAYLA ZHANG CHUWEI

Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty

of Arts, Alexandria University, Egypt.

Email: sohailazhangchuwei@gmail.com
Abstract :

The novel "A Countryside Doctor" was published from the
author's live and direct experience during his work in the
Egyptian countryside as a doctor, and the representation of
the Egyptian reality was the main feature in this novel.

The novel describes the metric social conditions in the life of
the Egyptian countryside in that period, between the end of
the era of President Muhammad Anwar Sadat and the
beginning of the era of President Mubarak.

This novel presents poor health in rural areas, the patience
and impotence of peasants, the life of women bound under
the authority of masculinity, the yoke of tradition, the
impotence of a sympathetic doctor, his exclusivity, isolation
and doubts about the future, and the story of gypsies loaded
with the spirit of freedom and resistance.

The depiction of the village came in a way of spatial
construction in general, and showing the social dimensions
by building characters and events around it.

The drawing of the characters in the novel is similar to
Tawfiq al-Hakim's famous novel "Diaries of a Deputy in the
Countryside".

This research seeks to reveal the structure of the characters in
these two novels, and to reveal the elements of convergence
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and difference in the formation of the characters in the two
novels.

In this context, the research deals with the life of the peasant
group represented in the two novels over a period of time
between 1937 and 2020, the problems they suffer from,
whether they are similar or different, and the isolation of the
hero who acts on behalf of the general youth of that era, with
ideas, enthusiasm and ambition, in a society that hinders them
from expression, so they watch The world feels helpless, and
they search for their unclear future in the fog.

One of the points of convergence between the two novels in
building characters is that there are more than ten characters
in each novel, and it consists of four elements: the narrator,
the men of government or influential people, the female
element, and the peasants, and this is in general.

As for in particular, that is, in building specific characters,
there were some points of difference.

Keywords: Character Building, The Novel, A Rural Doctor,

A Deputy's Diary, The Egyptian Countryside.
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