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Characters in the novel ""A Warm Stone™ by ""Radwa
Ashour®, an analytical study.

Nesma Li Yani
MA in Arabic Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Arts,
Alexandria University, Egypt.
Email: nesmaliyani8@gmail.com
Abstract:
"A Warm Stone", one of the most famous novels of the
novelist "Radwa Ashour"”, and this novel is one of the best-
selling books in Egypt and the Arab world since its
publication, and it is also very popular in cultural circles and
colloquial circles. During the novel, Radwa Ashour described
the social, political and cultural reality of Egypt in the
seventies and early eighties, and came very close to public
awareness and the life of the Egyptian public at that historical
stage. Radwa also presented in this novel the events that had
a profound impact on Egypt in the seventies and eighties,
such as the student movement and the labor movement in
Egyptian society. She also talked about the capitalist class
and its impact on the life of the Egyptian family. This study
relied on several approaches, such as: the social approach, the
psychological approach, and the analytical technical
approach. Radwa Ashour narrates in the novel "A Warm
Stone" the diaries of Egyptian society through a large family,
consisting of children, brothers, and neighbors, and they are
all reunited with "Shams", a widow whose husband died
when she was twenty-three years old, leaving her with two
orphan children. They are (Bushra) and (Ali), and they
include (Salma), whom she breastfeeds and raises after the
death of her mother. After the death of her husband, (Shams)
suffered greatly, as she assumed, at a young age, the
responsibility of raising her children alone. She was always
anxious and afraid for the fate and future of her children.
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The heroine of the novel, "Shams" and her children, represent
the life and reality of the Egyptian society, which tried to
stand up to injustice and authoritarian corruption. They also
represented the struggle of all family members to create a
better future, so their stances and methods of struggle varied.
Some of them chose to stay in the homeland to face reality
with all its problems, and some of them chose emigration in
order to collect money to achieve ambitions and dreams that
they could not achieve in their homeland.

Keywords: Warm stone, Radwa Ashour, Main character,

Secondary character, Negative woman, Positive woman.
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