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Manifestations of Alienation in the Narrative Character
of Naguib Mahfouz's Novel - The Thief and the Dogs - as
a Model

Muhammad Mahmoud Abdel-Latif Omran

Department of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of
Arabic Language, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: MohamedOmran.e20@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The research deals with the phenomenon of alienation as a
literary and philosophical phenomenon, which took place in
the Arabic novel since the beginning of the twentieth century,
and was formed through multiple features and manifestations,
as it constituted a psychological intellectual system in its
entirety. In broadcasting alienation through the characters of
his novels, including: the novel (The Thief and the Dogs), he
used it as a mechanism of rejection and rebellion, or as a
means of withdrawal and isolation away from the general
social environment, and then the research aims to reveal the
colors of alienation that affected the fictional character in the
novel ( The Thief and the Dogs), and the study of these
alienating colors, and showing the extent of their ability to
communicate the novelist’s intentions while linking them to
the time frame of the novel. The results of the most important
of which are: that the alienated personalities carry double
meanings that go in two directions: internal and external, and
the external direction ends with revealing and exposing the
internal, and the psychological alienation of the religious
figure constituted an important feature. Yassa identifies with
the philosophical/scientific character adopted by Naguib
Mahfouz, as he did not see clerics and their sayings as
solutions to society's ills. So he painted them with stagnation
and lagging behind the ranks of civilization and civilization
often, and also, the image of the alienated personality in this
novel and the subsequent philosophical stage is a product of
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the huge ruptures in the wall of the social and political
situation in the fifties and sixties, that period in which
alienation within the homeland and the feeling of non-
belonging were experienced, manifested manifestations The
alienation that Naguib Mahfouz employed in building the
fictional character in exposing and stripping society, and
revealing manifestations of betrayal and opportunism.

Keywords: Alienation, The fictional character, Naguib

Mahfouz, The Thief, Dogs.
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