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Religious symbolism and its implications in the Epic of
Gilgamesh and the Sumerian Land of the Living and its
equivalent in the Babylonian version "analytical study"
Muhammad Hussain Kasem Mahmoud

Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Arab Republic of
Egypt.

Email: mohamed_hussein@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract :

The research aims to highlight the role of religious belief in the
epic of Gilgamesh and the Land of the Living, by extracting
understood religious symbols from their context, clarifying their
connotations, and giving a clear vision of how one transcends
their inevitability. Destiny, which is death, and obtaining
immortality, by discussing important life issues that reflected the
extent of man’s adherence to life and immortality and his eternal
struggle with death despite his complete belief in the impossibility
of that, but how is that achieved? The study answered this
question and made it clear that achieving this requires a person to
do a wonderful job that leads to immortality despite his death, and
herein lies the problem of the study. This was done by following
the analytical approach by reading and analyzing the available
texts and extracting ideas related to the research topic and
presenting them clearly. The study gave a perception of the idea of
the epic and its events, and its religious symbolism and
connotations, through the deities mentioned in it, and the divine
nature of its hero despite his humanity, and the advice and
assistance of the deities, through supplication. Offerings, the
sanctity of the Cedar Forest, the revelation of dreams and their
interpretations, and the struggle of the gods. Then the study
concluded with some results, including: deep awareness of the
ancient lragi thought, identification of some features of Iraqi
society, being the center of human attention, the importance of the
rice forest for lIraqis, and the relationship of Iragis with them. The
gods, the importance of dreams as messages from the gods, and
the conflict between the gods because of their overlapping
functions.

Keywords: Mesopotamia, Gilgamesh, Gods, Cedar Forest,

Humbaba.
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1 Kramer, S. N., "Gilgamesh and the Land of the Living", JCS, vol. 1,
no. 1, (1947), p. 4.
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Kramer, S. N., "Cuneiform Studies and History of Literature: The

Sumerian Sacred Marriage Texts", American  philosophical

society, vol . 107, no. 6, (1963), P. 489; Gates, Charles, , Ancient

Cities The Archaeology of Urban Life in The Ancient Near East

and Egypt, Greece, and Rome, Second Edition, London and New
York, 2001, pp. 32 f.

Olesys o Vo ¢ ual (gpad tlan g (Oargl Om La Oy O el Iy slag ¥
OA =TV e V4AY g ‘(‘N‘;\X\J @_’))ﬂ\_’ _),Juﬂ

4 Kramer, S. N., "Sumerian Myths and Epic Tales", ANET, New
Jersey, (1969), p. 47.
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2 Bing, J. D., "Gilgamesh and Lugalbanda in the Fara Period", JANES,
vol. 9, (1977), p. 4; Abusch, T., "The Development and Meaning of
the Epic of Gilgamesh: An Interpretive Essay"”, JAOS, vol. 121, no.
4, (2001), pp. 614 ff.
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