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Locust raids on Egypt in early 20"
century
Salah Elsayed Abdel’al
Al-Azhar University, Faculty of Arabic Language,
Asyut Branch. Egypt.
Email: salahallam.47@azhar.edu.eg

ABSTRACT : The locust is one of the most dangerous
pests and most harmful to crops and all agricultural
harvests all over the world. That danger has spread all over
world countries including Egypt which suffered locust raids
many times, starting from the beginning of modern times,
such as 1891 locust attack, two raids in the early twentieth
century in 1904 and 1915.

The importance of the study could be attributed to
these following reasons; first, the locust raids that Egypt
has experienced in 1915 were the most violent in its
history since it caused serious damage to the economic
status of the country. Furthermore, it cost the
government great sums of money to successfully combat
these raids.

This study comes in a preface, in which the life of
locusts and their growth stages and types, as well as the
history of locust raids on Egypt from the beginning of
modern times till the end of the nineteenth century are
highlighted. The study underscored, too, several points,
including the appearance of locusts and their spread in
the early twentieth century during the raids of 1904 and
1915 ADs.

The study emphasized, as well, the resistance and
elimination methods used to eradicate locusts and their
eggs during the raids of 1904 and 1915 ADs, and all
cabinet’s means and procedures taken to combat the
locusts during those two raids. The study also dealt with
the impact of locust raids on Egypt in terms of financial
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losses that afflicted the country and the damage caused
to agricultural production.

Among the most important findings of the study:
the government’s success in fighting the locust raids
during the early twentieth century, using effective
methods to resist and exterminate locusts and their eggs.
This resulted in hunting and destroying huge masses of
locusts that landed in the country, and reducing losses
for agricultural crops, as well.

key words:

Raids, locusts, extermination, resistance, Egypt,

attacks.
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