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Semi-Pause (Al-Wugayfah): Structural and Semantic
Dimensions
A Practical and Empirical Study on Selected Models
from Arabic Poetry
Ahmed Abdel Mawgoed Attia Suleiman Moawad
Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arabic Language in
Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Egypt
Email: AhmedMoawad.203@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
This research studies the semi-pause. This artistic sub-
phoneme practiced in Arabic heritage has serious impact on
the correct intonation and quality. This phenomenon —
jointly with intonation - greatly contributes to profiling
sentences to their syntactic genre and semantic analysis.
This paper explores the phenomenon under discussion
using six classical-Arabic poetic examples selected from
pre-Islamic to the fifth Hijri century, analyzing them both
theoretically and laboratory using PRAAT program; thus,
stressing the fact that such idea is still vivid in our literary
heritage, while having its both structural and semantic
dimensions.
This research includes two parts. The first deals with
definition of semi-pause and etymology, as well as its
differentiated features. In addition to that, this part is
enhanced by a second empirical approach where the
phenomenon is analyzed in the Arabic poetry.
The nature of the topic requires using the descriptive
approach that follows the empirical and analytical approach
to handle the selected empirical examples. As such, this
part studies each example, describes and analyzes its
structure and meaning, in addition to its impact on the
potential performance options; whereas the empirical
approach identifies the citation section as the existences of
the Semi-pause appears.
The research has summed up some conclusions, including:
the six examples had plausible case options based on the
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linguistic standards and the Arabs’ customary use. Yet, to
justify them and explain their differences greatly depends
on the vocal performance in general, and on the semi-pause
with intonation in particular. These two form the
compulsory standard to be observed when using semi-
pause in poetry.

Keywords:  semi-pause  (Al-Wugayfah),  structure,
semantics, poetry, empirical phonetics study, vocal
performance, Applied Linguistics.
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