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Manifestations of Optimization in a Wise prose
Analytical study through two models of Ibn al-Mugaffa
and al-Jahiz

Farhan Muhammad Ammar Hamad Al-Mutairi

Assistant Professor, Department of Literary Studies«

Faculty of Dar Al Uloom, Fayoum University .
Email: fma00@fayoum.edu.eg
Abstract: This research studies a stylistic technical
mechanism of the prose text construction mechanisms. This
mechanism is based on the formulation of the expression in
a way that indicates the climax of the meaning, which is
characterized by cutting and firmness. In its construction, it
relies on the format (Al-Amthal {optima}) and the
formulas that contain it, such as the best, the finest, the
strongest, the most correct, and the like, with other
auxiliary formulas that support that meaning, such as The
specifictive. | have called this mechanism ( Amthalia/ [the
optimization]). The research deals with this topic with an
analytical approach through two texts from the Abbasid era
prose, by two of the great writers of this era, successive in
time, namely Abdullah bin Al-Mugaffa (died and Abu
Othman Al-Jahiz (150 -255). (AH142).

The first text is from the book: (Al-Adab al-Saghir) by
the first writer, and the second is from the book by Al-Jahiz
called: (Insight on Trade in Describing what is desirable in
countries of fine belongings, precious  possessions and
precious jewels)

| have studied this subject from different sides: the
moral aspect, the formal aspect, and the construction of
optimism, which | have devoted with a special analysis. On
the moral side, | studied: 1- The relationship of the
optimization structure to the accuracy of the judgment, and
In it the research went into inferring what this formulation
guarantees of accuracy in the judgment obtained from the
phrase, and how it reaches its highest limits in accuracy.
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2- The relationship of the structure of optimization to
mental induction (I mean: what is in the mind) as a
scientific basis of this formula, and that its results are often
sound and disciplined.

3- The issue of directing intellectual deliberation
(Modify the meanings of popular ideas used ) and its
relationship to the structure of optimization. By that, we
mean correcting popular ideas among people and directing
them to what the writer deems correct in their field.

4- The moral aspect of optimization was concluded by
studying the issue of limiting the meaning. By that | mean
narrowing the broad meaning to be more precise; And that
Is by ending the sentence with a formative obstacle that is a
short sentence or semi-sentence with which the extension
of the meaning is closed, as if it is restricted by a
restriction. The researcher presented evidence for all of
this, and analyzed them to clarify his opinion.

In the formal aspect, (which I called: the appearance of
the text), the research discussed the relationship of
optimization to a number of issues related to this aspect.
They are formulaic structures that are integrated into the
sentence that includes the basic optimization structure, and
support them in achieving the appropriate appearance in the
intended meaning. These structures are: the structure of the
specificative, the structure of repetition, and the structure of
balance and symmetry. It can be summed up as follows:

1- The specificative is that well-known grammatical
function - one of the accusative nouns - and it forms, with
the optimization structure, an image that adorns the
sentence, as well as the content of the emphasis resulting
from their presence together.

2- Recurrence structure means the repetition of
different functional vocabulary over the same optimization
structure, and sometimes iteration of other structures with
it; And that in a distinctive formal pattern; In order to
support the meaning that the optimization seeks.
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3- The structure of balance and symmetry means the
arrangement of phrases of equal parts, similar structures,
and rhythmic, in a sequential manner in syntax within the
framework of the optimization structure. This element has
an important role in building the musical appearance, in
addition to the significance of the literary mastery and
intellectual excellence enjoyed by the writer of the text.

Under this element, we make a balance between the
grammatical and linguistic forms of the similar balanced
components, and we note the similarities and differences
between them in the text's sentences and phrases.

In the last third aspect of the research, we studied the
optimization structure: in it we revealed the manifestations
of this construction, and the features of the optimization
formation in sentences and phrases. And we dealt with the
moral content of the prose evidence, and we interpreted it
and elicited the writer's intention, but rather the invocation
of the judgment that the phrase carries from the real life
that it expresses. We presented some problematic sentences
in which the writer changed the formulation of the
optimization, while adopting this wording in other similar
ones, and we interpreted that reversal with the logical
argument. We also presented the expressions that include
the formula (the optimum /al'amthal), and we distinguished
between what the description of optimization applies to and
what does not. We have done this by noting the lack of
moral conditions in that which are excluded from them.

In conclusion, we presented a brief summary of the

scientific results of the research, and the recommendations
that it carries for researchers in this field.
Keywords: Al-Jahiz - Ibn al-Mugqaffa’ - Optimization -
Prose - Abbasid era - Wisdom - Farhan al-Mutairi - Al'adab
Alsaghir (Small literature) - Altabaseratu bialtijarat
(Guidance to trade OR Insight into trade) - intellectual
deliberation - mental induction.
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