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The Aesthetic of Ugliness in the Poetry of Di‘bil bin
‘Al al-Khuza 1

Usama Lotfy Al-Shorbagy
Associate Professor of Ancient Arabic Literature Faculty of
Arts and Humanities Suez Canal University
Email:
Abstract: Ugliness becomes a type of literary aesthetics
when the poet mingles it with his feelings and imagination.
In this case, this type of aesthetics acquires numerous
literary functions in the work of art. The aesthetic of
ugliness was reflected on a wide scale in the poetry of
Di‘bil bin ‘Ali al-Khuza‘1 . Throughout his poetry, Di’bil
expressed his love for beauty and disdain for ugliness. This
ugliness evoked the poet’s artistic feelings and expression
to the extent that this aesthetic of ugliness became a major
theme in his poetry. The aesthetic of ugliness found in the
poetry of D1i’bil is a clear manifestation of his artistic talent,
and ugliness-rejection attitude.

This research aims at investigating Di‘bil bin
‘Alf al-Khuza 1’s vision of ugliness and his attitude towards
restructuring it into a kind of literary aesthetic that inspires
joy and happiness to the self. The poet traced with detailed
description all aspects of ugliness he ever encountered with
the purpose of asserting it and drawing the attention to it.
Di‘bil bin "Ali al-Khuza1’s aesthetic of ugliness mostly
carried ironical insinuations.
Keywords: artistic ugliness - aesthetic ugliness - beauty
philosophy - Dabel Al-Khuzai.
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