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The Egyptian role in establishing and managing the Islamic
Center in Washington 1944-1957 AD.
Ayman Ahmed Abdel Fattah Abdel Salam
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language in Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Arab Republic of
Egypt.
Email: ayman.255@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
The research discussed the many stages and steps that the Islamic
Center in Washington was exposed to during its establishment,
which were: the stage of presenting and discussing the idea, then
collecting donations, the stage of purchasing the land designated
for construction, then preparing for construction, followed by the
building and construction stage and what it faced. Missteps, then
the partial opening of the center before the completion of its
construction, the final finishing stage, and then the official
opening. Therefore, this research was prepared to answer several
questions, including: Why did Egypt choose the city of
Washington despite the small number of Muslims there compared
to other American states? Did Egypt alone implement and spend
on this project? What entities contributed to Egypt’s spending and
participated in the management of this center? What stages did the
center go through until its establishment was completed? What
obstacles did Egypt face during implementation, especially from
some Islamic countries? What is the Egyptian role in managing
the center during construction and after opening? This study was
processed through analysis, interpretation and deduction, relying
primarily on Egyptian Foreign Ministry documents. Given that the
Egyptian legation in Washington - the embassy - was the one that
proposed, planned, and participated in all stages of construction
and implementation, and it also became a major member of the
center’s management, and therefore these documents included
details of those stages that the center went through, as well as
American documents, in addition to other sources that are no less
important. About them, such as the documents of Al-Azhar, the
Endowments, and the Council of Ministers, and then some
important references and periodicals.
Keywords: Islamic Center, Washington, Administration,
Egyptian role, Embassy, Egyptian Foreign

Ministry.
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(1) the White House Historical Association: U.S. Presidential Visits to
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(see also) foreign relation of the united states: Presidential
Appointments Sunday, June 28, 1957.p3.
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(1) Remarks at Ceremonies Opening the Islamic Center: June 28, 1957Mr.

Ambassador, Dr. Bisar, Governors of the Islamic Center, and distinguished
guests: https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/remarks-ceremonies-

opening-the-islamic-center.
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Foreign relation of the United States: 11/602.111 Other
Places 1957 (2)-(7) [Islamic
Center, Washington, DC].
Foreign relation of the United States: Presidential
Appointments Sunday, June 28, 1957.
Remarks at Ceremonies Opening the Islamic Center: June 28,
1957Mr. Ambassador, Dr. Bisar, Governors of the Islamic
Center, and distinguished guests:

https://www.presidency.ucsh.edu/documents/remarks-
ceremonies-opening-the-islamic-center
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Akel JAHERA, Latif Abdul malik and Craig Anz: Design
Criteria For Mosques and Islamic Cinter, Art Architecture
and Worship, Oxford, UK (2006).

James D. Strasburg: America’s Mosque: The Islamic Center
of Washington« Protestant Inclusivism, and the ColdWar
Genesis of  Multireligious America, Department of
History, Hillsdale College, USA. 2023.

Murad Ibrahim Abu Salim, B.arch: Islamic Cultural Center In
Newark, New Jersey, A Thesis in Architure Submitted to
the Graduate Faculty of Texas Tech University in Partial
Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Master
of Science, August, 2004.

Omar Khalidi: Approaches to Mosque Design in North
America, College of Architecture & Planning, King Saud
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Mosque Architecture, Vol. 3B.

Qamar-ul Huda: The Diversity of Muslims in the United
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the White House Historical Association: U.S. Presidential
Visits to Domestic Mosques; June 28, 1957: President
Dwight D. Eisenhower - Islamic Center of Washington,
Washington June 28, 1957,.

Zafar Ishag Al Ansari & Zafar Ishag Al Ansari: Studies in
Contemporary Islam, Editorial Advisory Board, Center for
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Washington Post: Kenneth Dole, Mahmoud Hoballah
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